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“From Colony to Classroom" 
 Now that your class has learned about the busy lives of honeybees, share what you have learned 

by creating a honey-comb hive as a class! Each student will create a unique honeycomb which can then 

be combined to create a class quilt or “hive.”  

Materials 

 Paper hexagons (provided) 

 String, paperclips, or brads 

 Hole punch 

 Markers and/or crayons 

 Colored pencils 

 

*optional* 

 Scissors  

 Glue 

 Paper scraps/old magazines 

1. Begin this follow-up activity by asking students to recall what they learned about honeybees during their visit to the 

Voelker Orth Museum. Distribute the provided hexagon “honeycombs” to your class.  Tell your students that they 

will each be designing their own honeycomb cell, which will later be attached together to form a single class quilt 

or “hive.”  

 

2. Listed below are two example prompts to help you customize this project in a way that suits the needs and abilities of 

your class. Students will draw on the hexagons and/or use collage to depict different aspects of the lives of bees. A 

writing component, such as writing descriptions for drawings, may be added to reinforce literacy skills.  

 

 A.  The Life of a Bee 
 Like many insects, bees pass through four distinct life stages (egg, larva, pupa, and adult), completing a 

three week transformation called metamorphosis. The queen bee lays one egg in each cell of the honeycomb which 

will then hatch into larvae. Larvae are fed a mixture of pollen and nectar by worker bees. On the ninth day, the cell 

is capped with wax and the larva transforms into the pupa. On day 21, a new adult worker bee emerges from the 

cell.  

 For this activity, assign individuals or groups of students a component of the metamorphic process. They 

should illustrate what happens during a particular stage of the bees’ life cycle in words and pictures. Ask students 

to work together to combine their honeycombs in the correct order, illustrating the life cycle as a class!    

 

B.   Homemade Hive   
 Honeybees are highly social and complex insects. Within their colonies, there are three types of bees who 

each serve different roles: female workers, who complete a variety of tasks in order to care for the hive, a single, 

female queen, who lays eggs, and male drones who mate with the queen.   

 Assign individuals or groups of students a type of bee within the hive: (one) queen, workers, or drones.  

Ask students to consider the various roles these insects play within the hive and the activities bees must perform in 

order to survive: for example, foraging for nectar sources, collecting pollen, making honey, caring for young, etc.  

Ask students to illustrate, through drawing, collage, writing, or a combination of all three, the different types of 

bees and their roles within the hive.  

 

3. When students have finished their artwork, use a hole punch to make holes in the six corners of the hexagon. Use string, 

paperclips, or brads to connect the honeycomb cells together. The final quilt can be hung by a string, or, attached 

to a bulletin board with tacks.  

This activity strives to meet the 

following standards: 

New York State Science Standards:  

The Physical Setting: 3.1F 

The Living Environment: 1.1a, 1.2a, 

3.2a, 4.1a, 4.1e, 4.1f, 4.2a, 4.2b, 

5.1a, 5.2d, 6.1e 

 

Common Core Learning Standards 

for English Language Arts and 

Literacy:  

W.2.5, W.2.7, W.2.8, W.3.2, 

W.3.2A, W.3.3, W.3.3B, W.3.7, 

W.3.8, W.5.2, W.5.2A, W.5.2D, 

W.5.8 


